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ABSTRACT 



In both Hong Kong and the United States, educational 
practices, especially those in the early stages of development, often do not 
lay an adequate foundation for lifelong learning. Using an approach rooted in 
developmental psychology, however, can help educators understand how 
individuals, groups, and societies develop or fail to develop an orientation 
towards lifelong learning. In Hong Kong, the prevailing ideology of 
Confucianism upholds moral virtue and familial unity and places tremendous 
importance on education. Parents in Hong Kong make enormous sacrifices for 
their children's education to secure both status and comfort in their old 
age. Despite a turbulent history and future uncertainty, people in Hong Kong 
generally remain optimistic about the future, in contrast to the cynicism 
widely felt in the United States, where the individual is the focus and 
family ties are weak. The educational burden in the United States is largely 
placed on the schools, resulting in a wide range of disparate opportunities 
for advancement. The comparably lax educational attitudes result in 
under-preparedness for students, but provide more opportunities for lifelong 
learning through such means as community colleges. While Hong Kong requires 
stability and greater emphasis on the intrinsic value of education, the 
United States requires more effective family and educational support. 
Attainment of these goals would foster supportive environments for lifelong 
learning, with both nations benefiting immensely. Contains 24 references. 
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Lifelong Learning in +ke 
United States and Hong 
Kong: Before 1997 and ;A j+et* 

by Albert H. Yee and Joseph Y. S. Cheng 



This paper examines and compares the development of and support for lifelong 
learning in Hong Kong and the United States with the framework of certain psy- 
chological and sociocultural perspectives. Of specific interest are Eriksons Eight 
Stages of Life, Confucian philosophy, family values and related influences, politi- 
cal uncertainties, and institutional variety in support of lifelong learning 
Further, this paper argues that some factors which positively influence the devel- 
opment of a learning culture in Hong Kong, are absent in the United States, 
while certain strengths related to learning opportunities in the United States are 
weaker or absent in Hong Kong. 



INTRODUCTION 

! The approach used to explore lifelong learning in this paper embraces psychologi- 
cal views which consider human life from lifespan perspectives. This approach is 
taken because it emphasizes significant and manifold possibilities and adaptations 
that affect human lives. To maximize human potential, and curtail the waste that can 
ravage lives, learning and development throughout the lifespan deserve our critical 
attention, especially from parents and teachers. Proper nurturance and growth of 
children and adults require that key factors associated with human development are 
appreciated and taken into account. As well, since people do not develop only in 
families and schools, it is important to recognize and consider sociocultural factors 

that underlie and influence individual behaviour. 

Few would dispute the notion that the early period of socialization and human 
development is a time when foundations are set, and that these largely determine 
the course and quality of human life including much of the preferences and ap 
tudes that set the stage for lifelong learning. However, though much is known with 
regard to effective activities that could be practised during this period, actual prac- 
tices most often don't reflect the best methods for producing and supporting devel- 
opment opportunities, socialization practices, and an orientation towards lifelong 

learning. t . .... 

Attacks against education in the United States are commonplace, often criticizing 

‘ a' iol and teacher quality. Further, many pupils and parents in the United States 

FR If eive learning to be laborious and not “fun", clearly building a poor foundation 
ifelong learning. This perception may be seen as frivolous, contrasting with the 
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